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D.é'cr,e'e No. 73

(29t December 1977]  Commencs

ment.

THLE I*EDLRAL MILI FARY GOVERNMUNT herchy deerees as
_1'ollows e

PART I— REG[.b’lRA’lION OF VoTERS

1—(1) Subject to this Decrcc:, he: persons cntitled: to vote -at Ax1y +Elections
election in any-constituency: sithin t 1eanipgof that expression as used in

the Constitutionof ‘the Federal-Republic’ (hereiafter referred 6 as “the 5
i stunon") shall be those o_rd arily re:51den here-on‘the quahfymg date
1 that date-and on the dat fthe i citizens of Nigeria of the: age
18'ye:1rs oL, upwards and 2re not subject fo any legal incapacity to votc::

: ,av[ded thdt a petson shall'not'be ermtled to vote in: any constltuency
nless: registered ‘there in the: rcgtstcx of ‘voters to be used af the ClLCtIOH.

(2} No-persori shail vote at’ any ‘one. election in more than one consu— ’
cy ot more than once in the same constituency,

(3} In th[s bCCthl’l _lcgal~-1naapac1ty in its, apphcanon to. vot(:u i 3
des—

--(a) the. acknovslc.dgement of allegiance, obediénce or 1dherenceﬂ'l 'v the
‘ pusomi act of a voter to any foreign power or ‘State ; : 3

«(B) ‘the imposition of sentence of death of, in respect of ani” offmu‘.'i
«involving dishonesty, of imprisonment (by whatcvcr name’called) for a
“term-exceeding six months or 'such other punishment as may lawfully be
“substituted ‘therefor and the voter has net at the date of the clcctlou-:
' uﬁered punishment or received a free pardon ;- . '

ey dxsquahf'cmon undér this Decree in respect of corrupt practices a:ui
other-electoral-offences at elections.

: L_(‘i-)"'l]}c&fo!lowmg persons are not qualified to vote at an clection—
. (a)“the :Chairman and ofher members - of the Electoral Commission ;
e Chief Ele torai Ofﬁcers ¥

___urposc of reglstmt;on or ObJLLEEOII to rcg:atmtmn
gioubt a 1evmng ofﬁcer Sh'lll dcc:dc it on the evxdence




“ilectoral.

(3) Aiperson s shall have one of the. f oregoing places of ordmary .

‘thc p’urposes «of this:section, and i xL shall not be lost to: ‘him—

the intention to returm to that place of residence ; or
{b) :until he replaces i 11_‘. by another.

v

3. The expression “qualifying date’ as used in this Decree shall be the
date on which the final register of voters is compiled under this Decree.

4.—(1) The registration of voters and the conduct of elections shall be
subject to the direction and supervision. of the Electoral' Cemmission,

its menibersto be the Electoral Commissioner for each State-of the Federation,

5.—(1)- Subject to this’ sectmn, the Electoral Commission shali appoint a
fit person (hereinafter referred to as a: “registration officer”’) for such areas of
the Federation," to-beknownias: regsstratton areas, -as: the- Commwsmn may
from time to time determine. -

(2) T'he Electoral Commlssmn may appoint assistant reglstra.tton ofﬁcers
in respect:of any registration area, and the assistant registration officers so
. appointed ‘shall be subject to the authority and control of the: registration

~ - officer for-the area or past of the area in respect of whichthey a:eappomted
and subject thereto any assistant registration officerappointed in respect of
an area shall have and may exercise-the powersand duties of the registration
‘officer in that'area..

officer in a State who shall subject to the cortroland direction
of the Electoral Commission and the provisions of this’ Decree supervise
all the’ registration officers for the registration areas within® the State.

(4) The Executive Secretary of the Eleetoral Commission shall be the
chief registration officer of the Federation and shall perform such:functions
in.relation fo the registration of voters under this Decree as the Elcctoral
Comm1sswn may du-c.ct

voters shial be compded from pfellmlzléry lise obtai
registration:-of all eligiblé voters and: from ‘such ¢
of znformatmn as'may:be gvailable to thc reglstratxon officer.

: (2) A reg:stratwn officer, an 'assistant regiStration officerand any person
-+ guthorised by him' may for-any purpose connected- with the regxstranon of
N votcrs enter bétween - the hours'of 6 o "elock in ‘the morning ‘and 7 o c]ock in the

_€vening:’ any premises’ or heuse and may make such enqumesas may be
-deemed necessary forthe performance of his duties,

(3) Any of the Jpersons referred to in subsection (Z) above engagecl inth
house to house registration. of voters shall wear and promineatly- dlsplay a
badge.provided by the ‘Electoral Commission as evidence of His:authority to
register the ‘names of the voters residing in the rcgtstratiox} area, and not-
w1thstand:rg subsection {2) above any such person shall, UHICSS heis satisfied
that no-qualified voter residing in a dwelling placc remains unregistered
revisit every dwelling-house in the registration. area at such reasonable time
and hour of the day as may be du‘ccted by the Electoral Commsssmn.

v

: place nominated by him shall be his placesof ordir Ty rés E.[ence for

if at-any tim when absent for a period of less than 6 months he has -

{2) Subject to-section 148 below, the Conuuission sha]] appoint one of.

he Electoral Commission shall appoint a fit ‘person as the chief
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‘. (4) Every person engaged in the registration of voters shall in respect of -
“hisarca— R ‘ ' o
- (@) exercise the' utmost care in preparing the list of: voters.;. and
(b) take all nccessary precautions to ensure that the list when complete *
contains the principal name and such one ormore further names by which.
a voter is usually or may be known, and’his address, and that the list does
-not contain the name of any person who is not a votet.

(5) Every prefiminary list under this Decree shall be displayed in the,
constituency to which'it'refersiin such 2 manner and in such places as the
Tlectoral Commission may direct, and no register of voters shall be printed
sr-used for the purpose of any election untif all claims and objections have
been dealt with in the prescribed manner.

. .(6) The register shall contain in respect of every person the particulars
~_required én Form EC, 1A in Part Tof the Schedule to this Decree including the .
. principal name-and such one.or ‘mote furthér names by. which a'person.is
usually: ot -may. be known and his address, which.for the purpos¢ of this"

ame-of-a.village-or-in the case of 2 town, the name

“street, {f the. Flectoral Commission thinks fit, but.no person shall'b
r;ncigal".';néi_fhe_e'alpnc. being a single name or without

sjectionsito a preliminary list have bacnlde_al_t‘:
it shall-be printed as directed Jy.the Electoyal | -
blished-as: the egister of voters. - .7 o o
jew register of votersishall be compiled after the taking of every:
_ﬂre,to;thg‘r_egig;;jc:r-of voters in every constituency.shall - . .

m ;persons claiming; to
‘othérisufficién :

i he s illtecate any person who is itcrate may aseist him, o the registra
ion ‘officer: may -complete the -form at thé request -of the applicant;: The
regstration officer shall include’the. names in"the list. to be;.:Enbfvh 05 the.
‘pupplementary Yist snd the supplementury Sint shals with e st teiidter

of oters comprise a new, préliminary list, and the provisions of this Decree: -,
2§ ‘to preliminary list shali apply-and have effect accordingly. R

(1'0) The Electoral Commission may authorise the _iésuc_ inForv .C1G, '
- “in Parti] of the Schedule to this Decree of registrw ion cards to persons included’

“in ‘thefpreliminary list ‘compiled ds prescribed. Regiztration cards sualk be

. numibered and bear the stamp. of the Tegistration officer.

‘Where it is necessary  to
officerighall pare ¢
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1thm,the same perxod Ob_}BCthBS may be made under tlm
ion: “of any name in the ][‘itb .md

tu i
issu
n t

(3)-5-"C0p1es ) - r:

«inspection free:o 'harg by.m _bers of the pubilc at such local govemmcnt
ffices. ot ocal electoral office and publj laces; hroughout the constituency ",
zas he Electoral Commlssmn ma dlrec anid-¢opics tay be inspected at:such

abl¢
in i

offi’

han 15 nhys after the dxsp]ay 'c‘:i)t:l
= : = “affe
) An P ay rf hi 'name is omritted. “the

rrectly sta dm thcprehmmar )ubh-

2y
ofr thc_ bchedu]c o this“Decree 16 have lus namc and :
F sucli‘entry qmendud Ty

y 52) Any pu:.o_n. quah{'e' 0.vote ivhose name appears.in the prt.hmmary
1y within 15 days of ‘the" pub]u_mon of ‘the’ prehmmary list by notice
it he registration officer in“the Form, LC Jin P'lrt hE of the Sc edule
Ob_l tto-the inghision of any
t enmlcd to.i

- (3) Lvu ¥ -riotice: of- ohgcctu :
“le’ acooqxpnmed by-aideposit of N20 whu::h shall be refunded if the objection -
ustained,: the l,lecmral Commission after consxdermg the repott of
i i at. the ‘obje lonw: g
.Vslnll B pald into the Consohdatcd

(1) The I:lectoral Comm:ssmn may. appoint as a revwmg officer any
fit person to hear and-détermine ¢laims and objegtions to an entry in or omis-
sion’from the preliminary list j and- may appoint any -other person to ass:st

evising officer. - }?rf

(2) Any.person appointed as a revising officer shall have the powers of or

; 4 registration officer and may for the purposes of his duties under th:s Decrce e ,

E adinister any oath necessary at a heanng : P;‘l
. . 0

; 1) Thc 1' Eectom! C mmission: may m'\ke rulcs pxescnbmi. the . pul

o I ‘objection’and the procedurc at-thie hearing. nel

S (2 "Where a claxm is made under this Part of this Decree, the reyising . i

_fte1 hcanng thc_ app[ nt and any evidence in support, -shall’if he S

eén ‘stabhshed enter the nam and addre by

if _ft.’er_hearm fthe partles concerned and any
satlsﬁed tl, at'thc objection is sustained, le shail mcnd

(cr) to gwe f:ffect to a decmmn on any claim or objectmn or '




{0} to delete any duplicated ‘entry ; or :
(¢) to delete the names.of persons who are dead or disqualified.
Sl (2) Where 2. preliminary- list ‘is amended to give effect to a decision
“tu include-the name of a'voter, the registration officer shall at the same tinie
- person ‘whose niame ‘is included in that list a registration card

not
ble time . for the receipt of dbjections to
if necessary, for any hearing in respéct ‘thereof.
. {#)-Every notice under this section’ shall:be in -writing, -and . may- be |
. served upon the person affected by defivering it at or posting'it to his address
.28 shown in the!preliminary list, or’ such notice may be exhibited at such
. local-government offices or local electoral offices or other public place in the
-~ Vicinity of the ordinary residence of the person as shown in the preliminary
list, . : : _ .
12.—(1) ‘The registration officer shall not later than 60:days from the Publication
-date when the preliminary list was first exhibited or within such extended - of P"‘f!{m‘f
.period as the Electoral. Commission may allow, make such corrections in DAY G
18 list:as may be necessary, and shall number the names in )

tion. apd fhé 'iivoidar.ic;é_,qf doubt, the =
0.be printed if it is produced {n’ a visible

gistet of voters shall be madg availible .
ighout “the Federation for-sale ‘to the

s réasonable, - :
o this: Decree, where the Blectoral Commission is
' ' the “register. of vyoters-the ‘Electoral




- PART II-PROCEDURE AT BLECTIONS

‘or th

: ¢ purpose of the first elections after the commencement

('éi'):'t “th ofﬁce qf, thePresndentand Vice-President of the Republic,
or the Go_vq'r'nlorf-andéDcputy'quérqo': of a State ; _

(6) into:any of the Legislative Houses:provided for in the Constitution,

.- the. election, date-shall; be. appointed ‘by: the “Electoral Commission upoh
- receipt from the Supi¢me M_iii’ta:yjACoypgikl'?jqf, & notice’in that regard and
.. the Electoral--,Gorn:.r‘nESé_idq shall-not later than 21:days before the date so 7
appointed pubhshmth Gazette a notice of the date appointed, . i
k (2) The Electora _Qdmm_iésioﬁiinay in its discretion zppoint different

dates for each of thé‘_"elne'cti'on‘s;tbj-‘-wh'iéh-'thi_s_i Decree applics:and' may‘appoint
"the } : . éICt. B H ' ,. : .:‘ . N Sil

ER
H
4
?-:
h

visions:of. subsection : (4) “of this section,
if satisfied that the. result of. the election .~
( ‘affected by voting 'in the area in respect of which "a ‘substituted”
ate-has been’appointed, direct that'a’return of the election be miadé,

* (6). Wheneverit is necessary to hold abye-clectionito 3 Legislative House,::
‘the President of the Senate’or the Speaker of that House shall-forthwith:
" certify the fact to- the ‘Electoral ‘Commission and the: Electoral Conimission’
" -shall within 7. days-of its. receiving such ‘notice publish not less than T-clear.
days’ nqtice of the date appointed for the bye-election in'the Gazetts
U Provided: that nothing in his-subsé'gtion'shall'g.bef construed
. /the holding.of 4'bye-eléction to'a Legistative House where less than 6
© " remain before the dissolution’ of the Legislative House. S
- (7) For the: purpose of .any elections; subsequent “to those to which
~."8ubsection (1) of this section relates the election dates shall-be not les
7 .clear days befors the expiration of any relevant perod that may be specified.
A-the Constitution in'réspect of the life of the Legislative Hoirse concerned, -
:and:the Electoral Commission shall publish in'the Gazette'and in such other
Manner as it may deterinine notice of the dateg Aappointed for the elections!

(1) Writs fo

‘require
'mbnfh‘s o

this: Decree shall be sealed with the public:seal ‘and
n'behalf of the Head of the Ferteral Military Govertisient
e'to-the Clerk. of the Legislative House congerned.: -

r-the first election ‘into ‘the Tegislative Housey after




be _d:rectf-d to the I lectoral Commlss:on and be convcycd to the Electoral
Co~nnussmn by such means as. may be convenient in the clrcumstancas.

TABLE
“To the Electoral Commission,

. You are heéreby commanded that, due notice bcng first gwen you do
‘cause election to be made according to law of a member to serve m ’

o)y A0 that ypu ‘
hen s0, elected, whether he'be presen‘
rtl.ﬁed to me in. ,y 'ﬁ’ice_mthout de]ay ' :

‘ ' - (on beka‘l [E50f - the
Head of the Federal ﬂfzhtary Govern ent) Speaker
'of the Hause of Representatives (or as tﬁe 5 7

"Reccxved the wrxt on the

E_»ecrcrary of tffe Plectoml Commzvsro;r

{‘II‘ICATF ENDORSFD oN WizIT

' -Contrdl
‘ﬁt person (m this’ Decrce refezred 1o election by

for each enatorial di - celectoral
flicers.




éc_ “ot constitiency, and
A

ubject thereto and to-the direction of the Electoral Corymy; I0n,an-agsistant -

' R’_,E:I'ci_ctmjali officer shall ‘have and may exeicise’ the powers and- dutics. of an’

é[ecto‘rql,oﬁiccx' i and where jt becomes necessary for an elcctoral officer to
excreise those powers and duties in any part of a senatdrial distriet or. con~

stitwency, thé electoral officer shall exercise supervisory functions in respect ]

- of the:whole senatorial district.or constituency,
o (3) .Cor
‘ c]cct(grgd ‘officer in a State who shall subject to the control and Wirection,
Electoral Commission: and the provisions of. this Decree | s
“tlectoral officess for. the :senatorial - districts and gthe other constifa
- within ‘the State and’ shall direct ‘and - supervise’ clection’ to ‘th
-Governor-and Deputy Governgr.” o T

. (4) For the puipose of directing and supervising. an’ clection to the -
-office of President and Vice-President the Executive Seci tary of thé Electoral -

- Commission shall exercise the function of 5 Chief Electoral Officer subject .

tor the  diréction and’ control of the Electoral Commission.

- 19—(1) The Electoral Commission may hppbint for an election’a fit
Ppersonto be'a returning officer for each constituency or if it thinks fit may

"a’ppointAa/ret’_pming_:oﬂicer to function in more than one constituency.
2) re . may likewise be appointed for an election such number-of
ning o ry and, subject to the’ direction. of
mmy urning officer shall'haye:the ;
ning ‘officer-but shall be subject 1 the:
officer apf ointed in'rgspectfbﬁthe-samC'
, toral. Commission m; ppcinh:for'an_y ele
uency or senatorial district such:poltclerks as- appeat: to:
3 4sSist an.electoral officer: R B SR
e fice “shall in the constituenicy to
be ‘subject o the cantrol-of. ectoral officer
e o : ion, give siich
duties.” .

cerand poll clerks!

appointed ‘fdr}cachipﬁjﬁl‘:i"qg? stéf_idh_ Hch.'ﬁpmber -

: JeCessary. to assist in the taking of the:pgll, o

- %(2)"'The electoral officer minateione of such poll clerks to be: -
" in chaige of the'polling station and whe a-poll clerk is in charge he: shall betr

- knownas the. presiding officer. S D e i s
L Dre 2 officer may authorise a poll clerk to'do'any det which

i required or. authorised.to do. at the. ol

- the '

The Electoral' Commission shall appoint:a fit ;person as ‘the: chief




7) do.such other acts nd thmgs a8 it may plescribe fnr conductmg"
tne: eleetmn as 1equlrec[ by hm Deceree, »-0 B e

‘( the date appomted for 'he 018{_1102'1,
the electora] ofﬁcc. ch eh_ Ilin th i of the: Electaral

(b)-the piace and fime: by wh:ch nommanon papu's are to bc'dLh "'uod S
to the electoral: ‘officer, whicl time. xh']” : :

2_)_?. I\_ommauon, aper
uch- plac
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(2} "T'he clectoral ofiicer. shall, on 1 ywment of such’ f(,(,s as the E Iectorai .
‘Commiss ion may, prescribe, provide ond supply to any candidate such 3 pape
aumber of nomination papersas the candidate may require ; and the electoral '__ recei .
officer shalt if o candidate so requests 2nd the nominators of the candidate : prod ; .
are present, complete any sich nomination paper on behalf of the candidate, 3 : '
(3) A condidate er ene of the per ons nomimating him shall not later Tt repr
than the date and time proceribed, pers nally present the nomination paper ¥
to the electond officer at the pluce appoir od by the electoral officer : Provided oy th
“thatin the eventof abacnce or proved ir-egularity on the partof an -electorsl - 47 . ar
officer, the Ficcioral Comninigsioner, the hief B iu_tor'!“I_Q_ﬁ{(,er of the State or [
of the Federstion, as the case may be, mzv aceepl the nominafion paper otL
a° cand:dm voithin 48 P 1o the clos! ¢ date of nominations.
(%) In :tis section the term ¢l ctoral officer” includes the Chief
Electoral Offizer of the Fedration and 1e Chief Electoral Oﬁiccr of a State "
as’ the case may require. iie
(5) A candidate for any clection sh i deliver along with the nominarion
paper reccipls for paym-it by him ef income tax anywhere in the Federation
in-respect of cach of the three years in 7»<,cixately preceding the date of the r;o_n
*- election exeepe where a candidate satisf s the Electoral Commission that he this
.Was - not Lun"g ‘the refevant period le'le to pay income tax or had been
(xemptco fromn payment of income tax. : solu :
CR minge 5 :;6.--(1} Cvery cardidite for any Jection under this Decree shall : :
A nominated by ten purscus whose names appear on the register of voters for N offic
“the constituercy or senatoris! district D1 respect of which the nomination o req
is made. i the
. . . L pre
{2) No person shall sign as a no:minator more than one nomination - the
" paper for use ut an clection to the same Legislative Housg and if he doces so .
his signature shall be inoperutive on anv sccond or subsequent nomination ,
. paper.which he signs as a nominator ; but nothing in this subsection shall clec
apply in respect of any nemination by the nominator of a candidate who this
hagdied-or uhom_ nowsingtion has nes been accepled as vaiid befose the st
dchve:v ol the sceond numination paper.’ '
1 ' : . :
: . . r
. (3‘ H a somination naper when sizned by a candidate and the persons.
inating Iim is 10&}{”.,\. in more than cue constituency or senatorial district, .
~a8'the case i iv-be, in 1he case of elections to a Legisiative House the cand;— !
:daturc si Il e ,d in cech constituensy or senatorial dlstnct in which the u
.. s todis . -
“rein 27.{1) Every cardidote “re his nomination paper is deliveréd
to the appropiate clecius f:to the Consolidated Revenue Fund ¥
by" way of (jt \0311 the s : 1 :
(@) 24, 00 In respect of an clection o the office of President and Vice- ¥ she
Pres:dcnt L T as
(B N30T in respect of an election 1 the office of Governor and Députy 5
- Gavernor : . Lo of.
CUe) N2G i respe: of an electon to the Senate or House of Repre- _ 2&
sentatives | and . : e
{d) M1 in respec o8 o election o a State House of Assembly, E pnl

e )
e R e
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paper produce and hand over 10 the appropriate electoral officer the official
“receipt for the sum paid and no nomination peper shall be valid without
‘préduction of the receipt to the elecraral ofhicer,

:(3)-The deposi shall Le setaened to tle candidate or his personal
representatives if—

-5 (@).the nominaiion of the candidate is inveiid for any rcason oiher than
that a nomination form was lodzed by him or on his behalf in more than
one constituency ;

(6) the candidate dies before the date of the election ;
- (€} there is no contested ciection ; :
(d) & contested clection is declared void ; or
{e) in any contested clection the candidate is successful or obfains not
less than one-half of the tots! number of votcs cast for the winning candi-
date. i ‘

{(4) A deposit shall not be returned if the candidature of a person
‘nominated in more than one eonstituency is veid in each constitueney under
“this Decree, :

(5) Alldeposits which are rot cetirnabic sial be retained in the Con-
~solidated Revenue 'und, ‘ :

¢ 28.(1) I after delivery to him-of a nomination paper an electoral
-officer fs satisfied that'the preseribed deposit has been paid and . all other
: . requirements of this Decree have heen complied with, the accepiance within
SENE the. time ‘required by ‘this scetion of the nomination paper on the form
(©o o preseribediin subscciion (3) of this scetion shall be prima facie evidence of

- {2)-If- after such delivery and proof of payment of the deposit the
clectoral ‘officery is 5ot satisfied, the rejection within' the time required Dy
this-section of the naminatien paner on any of the following grounds that
I8 tosay— | . : :

required-by law ;

"7{b) that the nemination = by virtue of ahy provision of ‘this Deeree.
invalid ' =

=+ {e).that: the nesaination paper is not signid as required by law ;
~{d):that the candidate has been nominates! in more than one: constitu-

mes appoarion the register of voiers in respect of the consti-
whichi the nominaion velatese-

ima fucic cvidence tha: the nomirtion was properly rejected

ify his decision o the candidate or any of hig

in Part | of the Schedule to this Decree;

weed, the condidate may deliver to the
paper as s canCidate within the time
nornmation pepers.

omination paper is
CLO] a fresh nomitetic
prescribed for the elivery, of

candidate shall at the time of the delivery of his notnination-

o mRAO B e - B ——

(&) that thie pasiculars of the candidate #g hiz nominators afe not as

Rat the nominators of the candidate or any of them are not persons -

Validity of
nominations,.
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(4) A persen nominated as a candidate in accordance with thic provi-
sions of this Decree may, at any time before the beginning of the period of

.='Dégth-:bf"d' :
candidatd

~death of the;candidzte whese death i the cause of fixing the Hew'd:
‘than

_ postprned.

ddavi-ending—with therdate-of the elections-withdraw=his: candidature-by- -

delivering in person 1o the clectoral officer a,declaration in writing to that
clfect signed by him and duly attested by the signatures of sny two voters
who are qualified 1y vore i the eonstitueney in which he was officially
nominated. '

(5} An electonad officer to whom 2 declaration iy delivered in pursuance
al the feregoing subsection shall forthwith cause 1 capy of the declaration
to be displayed, niil the date of the election, ar each place at which
nomination papers eay be delivered in cennection” with the election.

(O3 "Fhe deposi paid by a candidate in pursuance of section 27 of this
Decree shall be resv ied to him of his personal representatives if his candi-
datursis withdravy in accordance with-the provisions of suhseetion (4) of -

s section,

L (F) The wecepiance or rejection of a4 nomination paper shall not be
questioned in any court of law other than the Tribunal trving an clection

petition under this Theeree,

29 The Elecrral Commission shall prepare a statemént setting. ot
the full names of all persons standing nominaréd and of- the “persons
nomiating themarsl their respective addresses and occupations § the state-
mient shall be dispiwed at least 7 days before the date appointed: for the
eléctinn at the phwe or plices appointed for the delivery of nomination
papers, o

W 300-(0) 15 @ nominated cmdidate dies anc expiry of the tme for .-
~delivery oft nominaticn: papers but hefore the cammencement of the poll,

and satisfactory evidence of the death wr the candidate is produced to the
clectoral "oflicer, the electoral officer shall countermand the poll ; and. the
Licctoral Commission, or e Chairman of that Commission if no quorum
is availablc at the time shall, when notified by the Flectoral Officer, appaint
same other convenient dae lor the election. ' : :

{2) Notice of the new day fixed for the nomination of .candidate in

replacement of the siead. candidate shall not be more than 30:days:fr mithe -
or less -

I3 days [rom i issue of notice for the new cleétion.

{3) "The hist of volers 1o he used at a postponed clection shail.be the
officia! register of vorers wlich was to be used if the election had nét been

I after the opivy of the time for dedivery of nominatgon papers
there 15 more than cne persone standing nominated, a poll shall take place in

i3
accordance with the provisions of this Decree.

32.—(1) 1T afier the expiry of the time for delivery of nomination papers

“there is only one person whose name i validly nominated, that-person shail

he declared elected, : -
{23 Where n peraon is deciarad elected under the provisions of subsection.

of thissection, the writ sha!l be endorsed and returned and the result of the
fed ws preseribed by this Decree. S

now .
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- 33.~(1) Where on the close of ominations there is no candidate validly
nominated, the Llectoral Commission shall as soon after the date of the
‘election 'ne may :be convenient fix a date for another clection,

(2) 'The Electoral Commission or the Chairman as the case may be
shali inform the Clerk of the Legislative House concerned before any action
i3’ taken under this section. s

3d4.—(1) In any contested clection, the votes shall be given by ballot
and the results shall he ascertained by counting the votes given to each
candidate ; and the casdidate to whom the majority of votes has been given
shall be declared elected.

e
HLANS

"~ {2) Ia the case of an clection to the office of the President a candidate
shall be deemed to have buen duly elected to such office, if— R
(i) (a) he has the bighest numbespf votes cast at the election:and__
‘ ~{#) he has not i« _ _
Aineach of at least two-thirds of 2ll the States within the Fedeyation”; or
(77} where there ore only twe 'c;“.;a("i‘idatcs for the electjon,
' “.‘(zz) he has a majority of all the votes cast at the election « and

(b)) wins a majority of votes i1 mwort than half of the States within the
Federation ; i ‘ '
(#ir) in_default. of 2 candidute vho is duly elected in accordance with -
paragraph (i} of this subsection thcre shall be a second election, which
'shall be held not Tates than 30 days after the date of the first election atwhich
the only candidates shail be the cendidate whe secured the highest votes
at thefirst election and that one amung the vemaining candidates who has a

Aot b
¢ '('(_‘!i!lt‘;

Cing own
parsuns
@Bt

sare moreithan one candidate with 2
‘of States the one with the higher total of votes cast ar the clection shall be
" the second candidate for the second clection ; ' :

. () (a) in defrult of a candidaze who is duly clected in accordance with
_paragraph (#1) or (#i) -of this subscction the Electoral Commission shall
within seven days of the result of the second clection hold an election in
cach Housé of the National Assembly and- in each House of “Assembly

Higll: be clected as President ; :

“Inevery State and the person who has a shiz!e maiority of the votes cast
t such ciection shali be deemed to have been duly elected as President.

(3) A candidaie for an election to office of the Governor of a Sfate
shallibe deemed'to have heen duly elected to such office if Ke has the highest
mberaf votesicast at theelection, ' ‘ '

ice-President ‘or Depuiy Governor if the person who nominated; him as
didate in-accordance with tli¢ provisions of the-Constitution, has been
daly elected as Presideni or Governor! us the case may be; in acorddnce with
e provisions of this section. T ‘ PO :

- 35.(1) Tfan cleciion §5-to take place, the Llectoral Commission $hall
"g}:poi__nts_a sufficient nussber. of polling stations in the constituenty and shall
allotivoters in the cons:ituency amoag such polling stations. -

s ¥

s than vre gudtter of 2ll the vates castat the elﬁe‘élt_ia—x{.——

miajority of vates in the largest number of States : Provided that if there -
majority of votes inthe highestnumber

-'.of_cveky State:in the Iederation to determine which of the two car_xd_i_dat'e_s .

(b the election mentioned in this parag-aph shall be hekd simultaneously -

(#).4 candidate shuil be deered <o have been daly clected to the office’'of

Failure of -
nominarions,

Bullot where
elaction ia
contested;

Appoint=
ment. of
polling
stations,
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(2) Not more than 500 voters shall be requited to vote at any one polling
, station ualess the Electoral Cormission or the Chainman, of the Commission
where no quorum is available st the time is satified that it is unecessary ar
. impracticable; as the case may be, to provide other polling stations. The name
* ".of any voter on the official list of voters for the constituency shall appear on
. - one and one only, of the parts of the list of voters alloted to various polling

. stations established in the constitueney. 1

. 36.~(1) Therc chall be-a register of syrmbols kept by the- Electoral
~Commission for usc ar elections. o

.__(2) The leader of a political party may apply to the Electoral Compnission

for entcy In the regisier of symbois of & symbol to be used by his politicat——
. party’at elections, < ] .
. (3) The Electorai Commission shall register the symbol of a pplitical
;party-upon payment of the prescyibed fec if it is satified— '
- "{a) that no other symbol of the same design is tegistered ; :

' (b) that the symbol is distinctive from any other symbol already regis-
tered ; and )

*(¢) that its use will not be eﬂ'é[‘i)si\-'e or otherwise objectionable howso-
ever,

(4} The Elcctoral Commission shali without payment of any fee remove
sa symbol from the register of symbols jf—- .

() a political party in whose name it s registered requests the.removal : or
. () the Llectoral Commission is of 1he opinion that the political party in
whose name the symbol is registered has ceased to cxist or to use the symbol,

" (8 The fee for registration of a symbol shall be N50and the. fée shall
be paid into the Consolidated Revenue Fund of the Federation. -
(6} Nothing in this section shall zuthorise the allotment or registration
~foruse atany election of 2 symbo! of'taterial part of a symbol, if it portrays—
- {a) the Coat of Arms of the Federation ; :
(b} the Coat of Arms of any other country ;
" (€) anly device or emblem which in e opinion of the Tlectoral Come
mission is normally associated with—
(i} the oflicial acts of Governrent, or
1) any of the Armed Forces of Nigeria or the Nigeria Police Force ;
717) the regalin of a chief, or
) any tribe or ethaic group, ot
{v) any religion or cult ;
(4} any representation of a pergon living or dead ; S
(¢) -any symbol or part of a symbol which under the provisions of this
seetion continyes to be registered by another pelitical party. s

{
£
s
lL

. 37.%(1)"11’11erc a symbaol isregistered by a political party in atcordance
with this’ Decree, the Electoral Commission shall allot the symbol to. any
andidate sponsored by the political party. ' S
(2) Where there is doubt as to whether a candidate is SP}SI}SQI@F‘__ bya -
olitical party: the Tlectoral Comimission shall resolve same by - consulting
the leader of the political party concerned, and the decision of the Electoral
ofnmission shall be final, i : - i

——
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(3) If no quorum of the Llectoral Cowuiizsinn is availabls.at the time,

the power conferred by -subsection (2) of this section may be exercised by ~
he Chairgian. - '

The ag
& Appuar

. 38.—(1) Each ballot box shall be made of some durable matet:ial__with Ballot - -
s poliin slit or narrow opening at the top so constructed that, while the.poll is boxes.”

herefrom unless the bailot box is unsealed and opened.

(2) The ballot box shall be provided with a-scaling plate, pcmianently
ttached, to:affix the special metal seals prescribed by the Electoral Com-
mission for'the usc of returning officers and assistant returning officers,

oper, ballot-papers may be introduced therein but ‘canhot be withdrawn. .

39.—(1) Every ballot paper shall be a printed paper on which the Ballot. -
ymbol adopted by the candidate and duly registered as prescribed jnsection  Pepers:
36 shall be clearly set out together wtth the name of the candidate.. Every
ballot paper shalt have a serizl number printed or stamped on the back and
hall be attached to a counterfoil bearing the same serfal number as printed
-0r stamped on the back of the bailot'paper.

: ry egise
] -V
. --‘

1
2 howso-

(2) The ballot papers shall be'bound or attached on books containing
-twenty, fifty or onc hundred baliot papers, as may be most suitable for
supplying to polling stations according to the number of voters.in each.

" 46.—(1) Every candidate may by notice in writing signed by him and  Polling -
addressed to the electoral officer appoint two.persons (in this Decree referred  2gents.
to.as. “polling agents”) to-attend at each poliing station in the constituency -
for'which he is 2 candidate ; and the notice shall set out the nimes and
addresses .of ‘the polling agents and be given by candidates to the electoral

officer not later than ten days before the date fixed for election,

- (2) Notwithstanding the requircment of subsection (1) of this section—

(@) an electoral officer, if satisfied, may petmit net mare than two

polling ‘agents claiming to be representatives of 2 candidate to attend a
-polling station in the interest of the candidate; and _

" (By a'candidate shall not be prectuded from doing any act or thing which
¢:bas appointed a polling agent to do on his behalf under this Decree,

- . {3) Polling:agents shall have such power as the Electoral Commission
may &llow for the purposes of this Decree.

4L The Electoral Commission shall, not later than the sixth day before  Notice of .

“the day of the election, cause to be published, in such rhanner as it may think  ballot..
“fit, 2 notice specifying the. following matters, that is to say— '
* {a) the day dnd hours fixed for the poll ;

© i (B) the full names. 'z_zrrangfed in alphabetical order of sumameg":or last

H

. 'fiames and places of residence and oceupatians of the candidates Temaining.
" nominated, together with the symbols allotted to eac didate;

" () by:way of indication, the persons entitled to vote ;
(@) the location of the polling station or polling stations.

. . ) . . i . ¥ .. . . i i . .
42. DPolling stations. shall e open to voters at 7 oklock in e Housof °
orenoon-ofithe day“fixed for the poll, and unless interrupted. ‘under the . Polling,
provisions of this Decree, shall close noi later: than. 6 o’clock in the evening

‘of that day. ' S

. .
- C
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- 43.~(1) At the hour fixed for opening-the” poli, the presiding .officer
‘shall;in full view of the candidates or their agents or tlie Votérs Tepresenting-
ithe candidares as'are present, open the ballot box. and ascertain that there
:are no ballet papers or ather papers or material enclosed therein after which
the ballot box shalj— ' . ' :

" (a) be focked ‘and sesled with one of the special metal seals”
21+ the Electoral Commissiun for the use of presiding officer ; -
(b} then be placed on a table in full view of all present, and be. main-
- tained so placed until the cloge of poll, '

(8 ‘There shall be.only onc ballot box for all the candidates at any
poliing station. ‘

: 44, A polt clerk may, and jf required by a candidate or 2
shall, at the time. of his appiication for a vate but not afterw
‘yoter the following questions

() “What is your name and where do vou live 2

{6) “Have youalready voted at the present election at this or any ather
polling station " '

polling agent
ards, put ro the

‘

45. Bvery person intending to vote shall present himself to a presiding
officer at the polling station in the constituency in which his name registered
as being entitled to vote, The presiding officer after satisfying himself that
the name of the person intending to vote appears on the register -of voters,
and that-such a person-has not already voted shall — S

(a) if the voter produces his voter's registration card, mark the card in
- such a way as to indicate'that ithas been presented and used at the election ;

{0} issue the voter with a ballot paper and an envelope ; _

(¢} sign his name on the bick of the envelope over the official stamp,

46. A voter on receiving a ballot paper-—

{a) proceeds forthwith to. the voting compartment and there with ink
provided in a pad and indelible to leave a mark for w perind of approxi-
tately ‘ten hours, makes his thumb impression on the blank space on the

ballot paper at the left of the symbol and name of the candidate for whom
B intends to vote ; " ; .

(4] inserts the- ballot papevin the envelope and seals the envelope ;

{c}.comes out from the comipartment, have his thuinb ‘inspected by the .
» o presiding officer to satisfy the presidifig officer that-he has made hismark on

() deposit the envelope containing his \_-'éte:: in the ballot box ;/
¢ (r) ‘have his left thumb nailimarked with indelible ink,

47. No voter shall vote for more candidate than one, or record more than
« ' . - - i -
-ane vote in favour of any candidate a: any one election,

.o 48.—(1) A voter shall not place on the ballot paper any Wwriting or mark
. " B Ey e T T
*., by which he may be identified. - 7 T
) (2)"1*‘6i-{_the avoidance of doubt, 2 print resulting fromﬁ_he, staining of the -
“thumb of the voter in the voting compartment shall not be-or.be deémed to be
amark of identifieaticn under this seetign, : :

fyrescribe_d B

the paperand i:1‘tiTc_'fuﬂ‘ﬁ'e'\‘v‘i')'f“thcf}fres‘i('iih'g‘fdﬁ'iifé'i‘“gﬁfd'El_if"ﬁtﬁér;ﬁfréé'ér'rf—:*" _
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'i;i'n;g m‘ﬁcer
7 epresenting
thatthers

/49, A voter who by accident deals with his ballot paper in such a manner Accfdcn}:!l .

‘that it may not be conveniently used as a ballot paper, may deliver it to the  9estruction -
s ) b e " ime  Ur rharking,

presiding officer. 1f the presiding officer is satisfied that the bailot paper was - eyt

spailt by accident lie may 1sstre Friothier ballot to=thevoter i pluce of the baltot papers.

.paper dclivered up, and the spoilt paper shall he immediately marked as

cancelled by the presiding officer.

S0 500 A voter who is blind or is atherwise unable to distinguish symbols pr~ Blind and’

‘who suffers any other physical disabiity may be accompanicd into the polling  incapa-
station by a friend or relative chosen by lum and the friend or relative shall, ‘m:’“’d

fter informing the presiding officer of the disability be permitted toaccompany o

the voter into the voting compartment and assist the voter to make his Jeft '

humb mark, on the left-side of the symbol nominated bythe voter, to insert

the ballot paper in the envelope and to seal the envelope, S

SL. No elector shall record his vote otherwise than by personaily atténd-  Personal
ig at the. polling station and recording his vote in the manner prescribed by attendance.
his Décree, : : . R )

52. Except as permitted under thiis Decree, no person shall be permitted  Voting ar
1v votg at any polling station other thar' the one to which he is allotted. ai;ﬁ;‘gprialc
. S ; i} ) statio}i.

53.—(1) Where clection officersand policeofficersare appointed forduty  Ugeof *
sewhere than at the station at which they are entitled to vote and it is not cortified.. . .
ossible to release such officers to vote. during the day for thepolling, and  extractof -
olling stations are within the same consitucncy, the presiding officer at the - i“glf.*clf .
olling station where an election officer ornolice officer is on duty shall jssuen PO 67808
rtificate of polling'duties in the FormEC., 4 in Part T'of the Sihedule to this '
Decree. On. presentation of the Form-to the presiaing officer in charge of the

olling station-'Where the-officer is registered as being entitled to yote, the last

smentioncd presiding ‘officer: may issue in xchange a certified extractiin the

orm EC.7in Part T of the Scheduld.to, this Decree of the register of*voters
the partthereof in his cusfady.

.(2) If a presiding officer-issues a cortified extrace of the register of voters
> shall mark:the register. of: Voters ‘or the part thereof in his custody. with
me:appropriate mark dnd-proceed.as though the officer concerned had cast
<vote ;-and the presiding officer shall retain the certificate of polling dutics

ed to-him and deal with it in the manner preseribed in this Part'of this

e¢ for dealing with election papers at closetof poll. E L
{3) 1f 2 presiding - officer. receivies 2 cgrtiﬁe\'cl‘_r_jcxtrac':t, of the register ‘of

- yotersfrom another polling station, he shall treat the particulars in the cerfified
iiextiact as an-addition to:the register.of voters or part thereof in his: custody ;. -

procedure’ prescribed for'the day of clection by this-Part of this .
shall.have effect 50 ‘as to cnabie any officer on- duty in-the; polling. -
; ho amed ‘in-the certified cxtract, to vote at that polling’ statjon, *
The presiding.officer shall retain the certified extract and deal with itin the
anner prescribed by this Part of this Decree for dealing with election papers
ittheclose of poll. .~ * | S S

Ig time a person applies for a ballot paper;jand after he - Tinpe
-before he-leaves the. polling station, a polling agent informs - tion’i
heé presiding-officer thatthe 'has reagonabie cause to believe that the applicant . polling
Jor the ballot: paper is not the person named in the register ofivoters, and the
olling agent wndertakes to substaritiate a charge of. impersonation in & court
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of.law, the presiding officer may order a polite officer to arrest such person ;

and the order of the presiding officet-shall be sufficient authoyity for the arrest.

@y Any-applicant for a ballot: paper affected by subsection (1) of this

section shall not be prevented from voting if he denies the charge or is not

informed-of it'; but the presiding officer shall cause the words “protested
aced against the name of the applicant.in -

against. for impersonation” to .be p
-+ the marked copy of the register of voters and record this on the counteifoil of
the batlot paper. If any such- person admits to-the presiding officer that he is
not the person he holds himself out to be, he shall niot be permitted to vote ;
and if he has slready voted, the presiding officer shall note the number of the

ballot paper delivered to such person, and upon count being taken that ballot
paper'shall be invalid.

(3) Any person arrested under this section shall be deemed to be 2
person taken into custody by a police officer for an offence in respect of
which he may be arrested without a warrant,

55.—(1) If a person claiming tobe eniitled to vote applies for a ballog
paper after some other person has voted in the name given by the claimant
. he shall, upon satisfactory answers given to any questions put to him by a
- poll clerk be entitded to receive a ballot paper in the same manner as any

.other voter; but the ballot paper (in: this Decree referred to as “the tendered = %
ballot paper”) shall be.of a colour different from the ordinary ballot papers, - !
. The presiding officer’shall require the v~*er to deljver the tendered voting i '
_paper ‘to ‘him instead of allowing it to be ‘put’in the ballot box, and the
- presiding officer shall endorse on it the name of the voter and his number
_n‘the register of votérs.. The ballot papershall on delivery to the presiding

of all present be set aside by the presiding officer in a

officer and'in the Vie |
packet intended - for. tendered Votes. No  tendered voting paper shall be
ing officer.” _ | sl

-Counted by the retin _ ,
. (2)"The presiding officer shall when he tenders a ballot paper under
- -this section, énter.the name of the voter and Kis number in'the. register.of . =
- Voters on-the list to becalled tendered vote list;-and the tendered vote list . -] '
:‘sh;‘_in'be produced in'any legal proceedings arising out of the election,

“

+ - 56, The presiding officer shall regulate the admission of voters to- the
polling station and-shall exclude all persons other. than. candidates, polling
-agents, poll clerks and persons lawfully entitled to be admitted, “and the
presiding officer. shall keep. order and comply with the requirements of this
-Decree at’the ‘polling station. In the exercise of his powersunder thissection
the, presiding officer 'may utilise the setvices of a police officer or officers
avatlable, B o '

+ 37.-—(1).1f ‘2 person misconducts himself at a polling station; or fails
+to-obey any lawful order-of ‘the presiding officer, the presiding officer may

‘order the removal from the polling station of ‘the person 50 misconducting
himself or failing toobey a lawful ordery and such person-may be dealt with
as for an offence for‘which he may be arrested without warrant and may be

- removed accordingly,. .-

42). No person so-removed shall without the

o pers mov permissionof the presiding
officer ‘again enter ‘the. polling:/station during the day of. tjie election s but

nothing m thi

section "shall be construed so as

to prohibit a voter from

-recording his'vote. -

o
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58 --(1) If the, proceedmgs at any polhng station are interrupted .or Iﬂm??‘
‘obstructed: by’ riot ‘or open Violence, the presiding officer may adjourn the Sl:gn%n.
- ‘proceechngq until later in the- day or until the following day ; and, after taking
" sucheprecautions as are necessary to saféguard the ballot box and batlot papers

and ‘other election requisites, shall thereupon notify the electoral officer of
. the fact and the ‘electoral officer shall inform the Electoral Commission.

“{2) When the poll is adjourned at any polling station, the hours of
polling on the day to which it is adjourned shall be the same as for the
original day;and any reference in this Pau of this Decree to the closing of
the poli shall be construed accordingly. :

59.—(1) When it is time for thc closmg of the poli the presiding
.. officer shall not allow into the polling station any person other than those
+already insidé and those in the immediate vicinity waiting to enter and vote.

- (2)'No voter having thereafter recorded his vote shall be permitted to
remain in the polling station unless otherwise authorised under this Decree.

' 60,~(1) Immediately after the close of the poll thepresiding officer in- Ballot Boxes

~'the presence of the poll clerk and” such “carididates or theirdgents -as wre; And paperd
present, shall make up into separate packcts to be sealed with his own seal
and marked for. 1dent1ﬁcat10n~—

a cIose of

ot (a) the ballot box in use at the ppllmg station unopened and scaled so.as
ito- ptevent the introduction of additional ballot papers;

,. {b) the marked copies of the: register of voters together with any
oertified - extracts of the register whieh he has received from any other
:emdmg officers under this Part of this Decree;

{¢) the counterfoils of used ballot papers;
- {d) the tendered ballot papers;
" {e) the tendered vote list;

(f) the unused and spoilt ballot papers placed. together;
{g) the statement of the ballot papers which were noted as invalid:

< {#) any certificates of polling officers dutics he has received from other
‘presiding officers under this Part of this Decree,

and .when so made. up ind scaled the presiding officer shall dchver the
ackets to the returning officer. -

(2) Any ‘ballot papers which are 1¢ft in the voting compartment and not
erted dn a ballot box shall 'be cancelled by the presiding officer and when -
ed.up separate!y shall-be delivered by him to the 1eturnmg ofﬁcer '

(3} The premdmg officer shall aé the same time prepare o statement-—
zs section called * thc ballut papug account'’) to accompany the packets

(a) (z') the number of ballot papers entrusted to him ; 2
(41} the number of. spoilt ballot, papers ;
: (m) the number of unused b'\IIot papers ; '
- (B} the number of tendered ballot papers ; ' P

*(¢) ithe number of persons marked on the. register of voters! (mcIudmg
ny additions deemed to'be made thereto in accordance with. t}us Part of
his. Dccrce) ag hav:ng been issued with ballot papers.
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{4) A candidate or his polling agent may at any time after the making
up -of the ballot papers account and before sealing for delivery verify the
Lailot papers accounts ; and if he verifies that account, the candidate or his

-.polling agent as the case mav be shall sign ‘his name on the ballot papers
account, - B :

' %61=(1) Liach: candidate ma rappoint such number of peisons (in" this

- Decree called “counting agents”’) as thereturning officer may approve ; and
so far as practicable the number of counting agents approved shall be
sufficient to allow each cardlidate to be represented by a -counting ‘agent at
“-any place and time at which any, part of the counging of votes is taking place,

{2} Notice in writing of the appointment stating the names and addresses

of the counting agents shall be given by the candidate to the returning officers
not later than one day befure the election; and if the notice has not been
-given the returning officer may sefuse to admit to the place where the votes
“are counted any person claimi‘n'g to bea counting agent.

v e

(3):1f a counting agent dies, or becomes incapable of acting as a counting
Agent, aicandidate may appoint another counting agent in his place, and the
-candidate shall immediatley give notice in writing to the returning officer

of the name and address of the counting agent to be appointed,

s

. 82:-(1) The returning officer shall make. arrangemends - for countin
the votes.at such place as the Electoral Commission may direct, and the
_counting shall as soon as practicable after the termination of the voting take
place in.the presence of any candidates or counting agents who wish to be
. present ; and when commendtd the counting of the votes shall proceed
" continuously until it is completed; but subject to the allowance of a reasonable
- tim¢ for refreshment. ;

(2 . The retu_rn"jng atficer may if he winbs St authorise any of his assigt--
.ants to siipervise the-counting of the votes and certify the same ; but nothing
ih this ‘subscction: shall ‘authorise the appointment of any eandidate or

' counting agent as a supervisor.

(3) The returning officer shall have sole char
purson other than the electoral officers, the retur
- -the ‘candidates “afq
. Teturning officer.

ge of the counting and no
ning officer,. his agsistants,
their counting agents may without the” consent of the
present at the counting of the votes. L

f an_election to the office-of the President and Viee-
ernor and Deputy Governor of a State— :
onfered on a candidate under this section shall be
andidate for ‘the office” of the  President or of the
lace.in such places as the Ll¢cteral Comimis-
lectoral: Commission shall” appoint “such number o

0L B1OT appo 1 Lipersons |
‘necessary as: deputyreturning officers Yo supervise the -
faces ; and ' . B

VORI - L oy ol
ect to'the. direction -and supervision of the #éturning. officer, -
returning officer shall have all the powers, functions-and ‘duties
-or imposed upon ‘a returning officer under this Dectee other

—Power conferred on a returning officer by section 67,




ng station in the constituency ; thereafter, he shall open the eavelopes
'giinedfin the box one by:one and count the votes cast for each candidate
-according to the left thumb mark madé on the left side of his symbol on cach
“ofithe ballot papers. The ballot papers shall he kept face upwards while being
oynted ‘and when boxes from ‘all the polling stations in the constituency
‘have been opened and the coilnting completed, the creturning officer shall
record on Form EC.8 in Part 1 of the Schedule to-this Decree the total votes
ast in favour of cach candidate.’ ' .

o (2) In counting the votes the retusning officer shall reject any baliot
paper— ' . :
@ -found in an unstamped and unsigned envelape ;

'(b) which Joes not bear the mark of the polling station or which is
. marked so as to jdentify the voter ;

{¢) which has not been thumb-marked for any candidate ; .

(d) which has been thumb-marked for more than one candidate.

“The returning officer shall endorse his réjection on such ballot papers. If a
cqunting agent objects to the rejection, the returning officer shall add the
words ‘rejection objected to”’ on the ballat paper, but the count by the.
turning, officer shall proceed as if objecticn had not been, taken by the

ting agent,” - Vo :

<. (3) Nothing in this Decree shall. invalidate a ballot paper which is
thumb-marked directly on the symbol or the rame of a candidate instead
of the space provided for thumb marks so Jong as it is clear for vhich candi-
date:the. vote was cast,

{(4)"The decision of the ‘returning officer on any question, arising in.

sions of this Decree, |

L i‘hc_ freiui'riihg'ofﬁcgff'shali'wherf: the counting is completed -ﬁrépare‘--'

ting “agent shall- interrupt. the. count *$0.as to"record the rumbet “of
ballot paper whether re

allow any counting agent to copy the statement; but nocandiddte or

leted ‘he shall
papél rescnce of any counting agents who wish te be present,

tvered to hima. When verified the returning officer shall prepare a stitement-

statement, the returning-officer shall reseal the packets containing the-
unused spoilt and invalid ballot papers and shall pack and scal those papers:.
sich he has rejected: - . : :

a;?e‘ct of.a ballot paper shall be subject to review only'in proceedings before -
w1ribunal by way of clection petition instituted in_accordance with the

ent ‘showing the number of ballot papers rejected, and shall on
g'the, er-foils ‘of used ballot papers, shall not at'any time b~ g

d'by the returning .officer ; and when the counting of ‘the. voted is. -
al 'up in separate packets the counted and rejected-:

i fin cer shall then verify the ballot paper accounz givenstam by
residing officer. by comparing it with the total number of ballot/papers -

fthe result and after allowing any counting agent wishing to do:so'to copy.

3'.»%_(1)-;" "'he:- rc,tu;h?ﬁg_ ;)_tﬁi_:'c_.r.:,'sh“ﬁlfwiﬁ The presencd of any cand:date"é":md—“i i
‘counting agentsiwho are’there, open the bailot box brought from cach’
i

- counting,
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ing officer considers the request to be reasonable, he shdfl make the

‘Tribunal on an’ election petition under this Decree.

67, When an equality of votes is found to exist berween any candidates

eclared: elected, the returning officer shall forthwith decide between those
ndidates by lot, and shall proceed as if the candidate on whom the lot falls
ad ' received -one additional vote, The returning officer shall thereupon
eclare such ‘candidate to be the person elected.

3, After counting: the votes and ascertaining the result of the polls the,
urning officer shall— : : ‘ .

““{a) complete the certificate of return in Form EC.8 in Part I of the
Schedule to this Decree ; :

A b):'i:;cljeclaifc the result of the poll by rcading the completed certificate
: o_f:‘ turn _ﬁ!oud in'the place of counting ; and

c)‘-:‘c.agse' to be. delivered to the Electoral Commission the' orieingl of

- the certificate of return.

of ‘the*successful -candidate to 'be endorsed on-the writ and shall return the
CIwrit:'When ‘the return of the writ is made to the Clerk of the Parliaments
- -or the Clerk of the State Assembly or appropriate authority, as the case may
.. be; he shall publish-the result in the Gazette, ' "

70--(1) The returning officer shall deliver all documents relating to
anduct of the election to the Electoral Commission who shall be res-

é_iblé:fbr'their safe custody.

documents relating to an’election forwarded to it as required under

ied of legal proceedings'in respect of such election, it shall at the end
riod cause the documents to be destroyed,

ailable for ahy purpose ekcept as required under an order for inspection
ade by a Tribunal on an election petition, o

under this Decree.

71, The Electoil Commission shall : .,
{a). immediately after each general election, cause to be printed a report

umber of rejected: ballots -and the number of names on the list of

b)a
- bye-¢léctions held during the year.

L

665 A cgindida_tg‘-pr:his, counting agent may, if present when eounting"%
mpleted; require the returning officer to.make a recount, dnd if the -

t:; but no further count shall thereafter be made except at the diréction

Hiat the addition of 2 vote would entitle any one of the capdidates to be .

69, The Electoral Commission shall publish i such place or places as,
thinks fit-a notice of the result of the elettion ; and shall cause the name.

Zj'f.fl’h‘e- Electoral Commission shall retain for a period of 6 months

1 (1)-of thisisection:j*and uniess otherwise ordered by a Tribunal -
Documents ‘ifi the custody of the Electoral Commission shali not
4):1a this section “documents” include any completed form prescribed "
%;\ring'_by"co_ristitucncies, the number of yotes polled for each candidate, -
Be

together with any other information that it may deem fit to incjude ; -

t the end 'of each’ year; cause to'be printed a similar Teport/on the

COIr
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ect:.on as.a me‘ er:of the House of Representatwes or a State :
1f heis.a cmzen of N1gcna and is not less than 21 years old and -

}.he has fully pald dg and’ when due in respect of each of the three
ncial ‘years precedmg the date of the election income tax anywherc
“in the F cderanon and’ :

{fi)hei s nommated by ten persons whose names appear on the reg15ter

of voters'in the constxtuency he proposcs to represent ;
b)- election as a senator if he is 3’ cmzan of Nigeria and has attained the
geof 35 years and if— .
() ke has fully paid as and. when due in respect of each of the three

ancial years preceding t the date of the election income tax anywhere
in the Federation ; and.:

(zz) he is nominated by ten persons whose names appear on the

register ‘of votérs in‘the scnatorial district he proposes to represent ;

© (¢ election to the office of Governor or Deputy Governor of a State

" if he'is qualified for election as a senator and the candidate for Governor

8 noxmnated by ten flersons ‘whose names appear on the register of voters
the State he proposes to be. Govemor’- :

day lectmn to the oﬁice of Prcs;dent or Ym Pres;dcnt if he is qualified

Quahﬁca-

tion:for’.

[ection.

-age-as.may-be specified-in.. . ..

that’ regard in the Constitution’ and the- candidate {or President i is'nominated

wby-ter pcrsons whose na.rncs appear.on the regxstel of voters in the Fede-

‘the avondance of doubt, a pcrson.shall not be taken to Have:
ith' the . provisions of' this- section:relative to the payment of income »
uch person has not paid- his income tax for the yeat concerned in:

; ue under the relevant tax. law or has paid his. inicome tax
' £ ears during the year-in which the”

‘pérson shall, withont prejudice

, be’ deermied- not’ to ‘have been vahdly

")\No person shaIl b uahfied for electlon to agy” Leglslatwe.

the office of President or che-Presxdent or Governor or Deputy
sovernor of a State—
a).if ke has. voluitarily acquzrcd the, mtlzenshxp of a country other
Nigeria-or, except in such cases as may be prescnbed by the Nat:onal
Assembly, has made a; declarano “of ‘allegiance to.that country ; :

{6): if under any law: in foree'i in any part of Nigeria he is adjudged to be-
natic or othenwse declared to be of unsound ‘mind ¢

i ) he i is. undcr a sentence of death 1mposed on him by any court in
‘Nigeria or-a sentence.of imptisonment. for an offcnce involving dishonesty -

ver name. caﬂcd) exccedmg six.months ixposed on him by quci}.'
3] 'p' tent. a,uthor;ty for wume other sentenct -

‘him by, I ridéd -that-the National Assembly

o permit any. person; who had been 'adudged to'be a lunitic;
mind, sentericed to_death or imprisoriment.ox

ankrupt to: appcal aga;nst' the decxsxon in accordance with’ any




igeria, ;ﬁh?\id_&a@hﬁt_}subﬁct to such conditions-as may be -

(3).
ston shall not have-effect for the purposes of this section: enrichiny
may:be prescribed ;¢ C ST by referd

ofiinotiless than 15 years before the date of an the decie
tive House  he “has. been sentenced to a term of. -State as -

prisonment for an offenceinvol ving dishonesty and has.not been pardoned,
:has been found. guilty of a'contravention of the code of .conduét P

() if e is an undisciiafgejd-Bankrupt,‘having been adjudged or declared

sion o+
court of':

J ; | o7
}Jagerngg _unc_i_cr a‘_ny'layy_'_i_r_l” force in any part qf Nigeria ; ship of a
(f) ifhe is @ person’ employed: in the public service of the Federation tribunal

- or ot any State or in'a Local Government Service or Statutory Corporation conducte

sor'is employed as an officer in any Legislative House, the Judictary or
the-Armed Forces or the Nigeria Police Force or was such a person within .
& period of less than four months before the election : Provided that

- if a person who holds office as a member of a statutory .corporation, -

.years cor

76,

Btatezowned company or State-controlled-company or a Incal government,. “associali
is clected a member of any’ ch’is[ative-:lﬂlpusc,/he shall cease to hold officc agree to
“8s-a. member of that corporation, company or local government ; . - = formed £
(g} I he'has held any office in the public service of the Federation or of . * “political
dny State or in any Local Government ofin any Statutory Corporation or - canvassin '
-body, oz in any company owned or controlled by the Government.of .the.. Presideny
"‘Federation or of aState and— _— _ L ‘a Legisla
_(t) has been removed from that offite on any ground involving dis- o 77
honesty, or ' P 3 R

vutes for:

ii) has-been dismissed from office o1 any ground ; tical part

(h) he is an Emir,. Oba; Obi or Paramount Chief ; for the purposes of -

. . AT
this; paragraph if any ‘question. arises as to whether or not a person is an” ' %hall(gc)é !
Emir, ‘Oba, Obi or Paramount Chief the question shall be determined by - ';ilm 'to"hgj
the!Governor of the Stat¢ concerned whose decision thercon shall 'be final- o e

- "and"shall not be enquired into in any.court of law. . _ (3
“(2)"No person shall be qualified for ¢leetion to the uffices of President or as_schat':o: ‘
~.Vice-President: and  Governor or ' Deputy Governor if he— i associatio:

CoeoE . : Py . . R or trepaul
" (a) does any act, acquires any status or suffers any disability which, if he 2 however ¢
. wereasenator would have disqualified him from membership of the Senate; or.

(&) has been elected to-such office at any two previous elections. - . 73“‘
(3) The reference in paragraph (g) of subsection (1) of this section {o. . - ’(1'.‘:};:11;:‘;;%
“office in the publicservice of the F. cderation includes a reference to any mem- . - T
~..ber-of the Armed Forces of Nigeriz and the Nigeria- Police: Force, ”(a) th
T4~ Notwithstanding the provisions of sections 72.and 73 of this _' ec.to.r.
e a person.to whom: this section applies spalt not, in respeet of the first, : (5) 1
: cement of \his’ Decreé or aNY-£13CtoNn . _place:qﬁr
Aihg with the commencement ‘of this {e) a-
office of President, Vice-Presid=ns, .- Electory

egistative Houses' - Commi;

Gl | - (d)-e

ny personfound quilty of corruption, ugjust srincips

“any- tribunal or inquiry “(including any- alterati

. Stateat any tinie not earlier than 15th* fanuary.
neednthis section to'the Federal Military Government
of ‘a State includes 4 reference to ‘any body ‘or agenc
sstablished by the" Federal-Military Government or by the Govérdment of
sthecase may-be, - . : . S

b the Federal Military Governrient; (p) i
' does no'
to & par

(fyits




' Flectoral” 1977 No. 73

. (3} The question whether 1 persdn was found quilty of corruption, unjust

“enrichment or abuse of office shall be determined by the Electoral Commission

by reference to the relevant report of'the tribunal nr inquiry in question and

the decision -of the Federal Military Government or the Government of 4

Stateas the case may be thereon, and the decision of the Electoral Commis-

.- sion on “any such question shall be final and shali nor be inquired inte in anv
" court'of law,

75, No person shall be qualifiect for election 1o sy oflice or 1o member-
ship:of any Legislative House if he has been found guilty by a court or any

conditeted under any Local Government Edict or Law for a period of Tuur
g commencing on'the date of the finding.

. o Parr UI~Povrrrican Parims

15276, In this Part-of this Decree, unless the context otherwise requires-—
“assoeiation’’“means any body of persons (corporate or unincorporate) who
agree ct together for any:comimon purpose and includes an association
formed for ‘any ethnic, social, cultural, occupational or religious purpose
political- party” includes any association of persons whose activities inchids
nyassing for votes, in support: a candidate for clection 1o the office of
President, Vice-President, Gove hor, Depury Governor ar membership of
sLegislative House oria ILocgl'-GdVg-rﬂnmcnt.

TSRS

Mo association other than a pulitical party shall canvass for
andidateat an election-or contribute to the funds of any poti-
arty -or the clection expenses of any candidate at an election, '

guilty of an offencé and the leaders shall he severally liable on convie:

towe fine of N5,000.

.(3), The reference.in subsection (2) of this scetion to the leaders of an

tion is a-reference to evéry person holding an official position in that

tion-and " accordingly includes in particular any president, sccretary
urer theredf and every _member of 'irs . committee of management

rever described.”

(1) No - association by -whatever name called shall function as a
party dnless-it is registered as a political parey by the Elccineal
issfon and-~ o

{a)the names and_jaddt’.essg:s of its national officers are registered with'the
lectoral Commission ; :

b)-its ‘membership is open-to, every Nigerian citizen irrespective of his
origin, religion, ethnic-group or sex ; ‘
copy; of its: congtitution is registered in the principal office of the
Llectoral Commission;in ‘such. form as may be preseribed byv'the Electoral /
~Commission ; o ' _ o
d)-every alterationin its registered constitution is also registered in the
principal: office of the: Electoral. Commission withinthisty -days of such
14 eing - made; ' : : ;

atance 't}

he ‘association’s activities.are confined

Y oeation
ribunal ‘of corrupt or illegal practice at any elections including clection

(2)/Any ‘association ‘which ‘contravenes the provisions of this section .

0T MOtto:has no ethnic.or religious connotation-and

Disqualilis
arising from
election

thalpractices

Interprery-
1ian,- =

Prohibition
of political’
uctivities by
associations

Restriction-
o fore
mmation of-
politicul -
Parties,

arters is situated: in the Tederal capital, -
58 A the e

ZEOTTAD ’Lca.[_ar@a—af-Nage]H,; o . s
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of registration shall have such certificate vancelled by the Electoral Commis-
fom,: . L : ‘ : ' )

79.—(1) The constitution and rules of a political party shall provide—
~(«) for the periodic election on democratic basis of the principal officers
or members of the Executive Committee or other governing body ;.-

(&) ‘ensure that members of the executive committee of other governing
body reflect the federal character of Nigeria,

(2) For the purposes of this section— :

(a) the election of the officers or members of the executive ‘committee
of a political party shall be deemed .to be periodical only if it is. made at
regular intervals not exceeding four years; '

(5) the members of : @
of a po!itigal_ﬁparty"_s_h'_‘ Il be deemed to reflect the federa] character of
- Nigeria only if the ‘members belong to different States not being legs
" ininumber than two-thirds of all the States comprising the Federation,
©(3) Any: political party ‘which after having been duly registered:.upon -
2 ga‘tisfyi,ngi_thé};;Electoral_'Gommissio_n that its constitution and rules are in

cordance with subsection (1) of this section subsequently- contravenes the
:provisions of this section shall have its registration certificate cancelled by the
-Iylgzc‘tbral':Ccmmiésion and shall thereapon cease to function as a polrtical

party.:’ :

‘80.'—(1_) The programme as well as the aims and objects of a po‘litic_al

. party shall conform with the relevant provisions of Chapter I1 of the Constitu-

Ytion, -

' (2) Nothing in the provisions of this section shall be construed as prohibi-

© ' ting a political party from advocating or canvassing for an alteration in the
' 'provisions of any part of the Constitution including Chapter II thereof.

Fihancés'éf : 81-._—-(1) All political parties shall at such times and in such manner as’
litical” the 'E]ectoral'Comnission.for the Federation may require, submit to the
Commission and :publish. a’statement of their assets and labilities,

(2} Every political party shall submit to the Electoral Comhission for

~'the Federation a detailed annyal statement and analysis of its sources of funds

and other assets together with a similar statement of its expenditure in such
~form as the Commission may require.

‘ (3) No political party shall hold or possess any funds or assets outside
~Nigeria nor shalt it be entitled to retain any funds or assets remitted to it from

abroad. Any funds or assets remitted or sent to a political party from Gutside
~Nigeria.shall be:paid over or transferred to the Electoral Cofnmiisgion for
~the: Tederationwithi “Zh-days-of its-receiptwith such informationa§the- -
ommission’ may require. . _ = - '
(%) The Electoral :Commission

lsh:_ail'-_have power to direst political”

shall keep and to ;e'x"a'_jﬂir_i_e'; all'booksfand records of any potitical party. - s

' (5) The powets coriférred -on the Electoral Comxfxission;f.undérl sub-

section (4) of this section may be exercised by it through any member of its
ghan independent professional auditor. B

_:(2) Any ‘association which by the submussion bf false .or misleading =
information  piirsuant: to the provisions of this section procures a certificate -

‘the ‘executive committee or other goveming"*body

partics regarding ‘the 'books or ‘records of financial transactions ‘which they

—
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© (6) 'Any political “party whichi: conitravenes any of the provisions of
‘subsections (1), (2} and (3) of this:section shall be guilty of an offence and
- liable on conviction to a fine of }10,000 and, in addition, to u finé of ¥2,000
for every succeeding monthiit fails to comply with the provisions of each
subsection. Where u political party fails to pay over to the Electoral Com-
mission any funds or assets remitted to it from abroad as required by sub-
section (3} of this section thar polirical party shall be liable to a fine of N5,000
for every day the pelitical party unlavfolly retains such funds or assels.

82.—(}) No person who is below the age of 18 years shall be a member . Restriction .

of any political party, . . _ on membere

o . : ) - shxp .of

—{2r-Dospolitical party shall Pnlgll_Qr;han’—-Oﬂ_it_slf_rl‘@mh?ﬁf_sliipﬁl_ﬂlhgjy_}}g7_‘ ~pohpca1“”

_défecti}g. or by the establishment of a youth wing, any person under the agc of - PATHL T
18 years. ' : : -

{3) Any political party .whi_ch,contra{f'cnes the provisions of subsection
2); of this section shall be guilty of an offénce and liable on conviction toa
ne of 1¥5,000 for the first offence and to a fine of }¥10,000 for any subsequent
ffence; ¢ o : : -

(n The Electoral Coiﬂ;ﬁission shall in every year prepare and  Annual

ubm t_o_'-the-fNational--AsSembl}ﬂ:'a réport on the accounts and balance sheet - fepoito

ry political party. S o _ ‘
_ 2) ‘It shall be the' duty ‘of ‘the Electoral Commission in preparing its . partes,
report-under ‘this section to carry out-such investigations as will enzble it
to form afropinion as to whethér proper books of accounts z2nd preper recopds
ave.beeri-kept by any political party ; and if the Commission. is of the
inion that proper books of accounts have not been kept by a political party,
:ommission.shall so report. -

+(3) Every: member of the Elcctoral Commission or any person duly -
horised by the-Commission shall have a right of access at all times'to the -
books’ and accounts and vouchers of all political parties and shall be entitled -
quire from the officers of the party such information and explanation
hinks nccessary for the performance of his duties under this Decree;

the Commissioni or any members thercof fail to obtain all'the informa-
explanation’ which, to ‘the best of their-knowledge and belief, are -~
orithe purposes of their investigation, thyx chall state that tact in

ny: political object .Orinterest, o
pprehension that they are organised

ose. RN
or: control “of any -political ‘party " [Par
tion shall be guilty of an offence ' -

oriviction to.a fine of N5,000,
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{2) The Electoral Commission shall disburse the black grant to the
registéred political parties as follows-—
(a) fifty per cent of the block grant shall be shared equally among all the
_political parties that have candidates for election in not loss than 20 per
cent.of the constituencies for the patticular election a
~~. ol campaigns for votes;

t the commiencement

L .v.’.v.‘:'\..@é;.;i.‘-:h..‘.:-;:..»‘f-'}‘-‘r.;r

|
|
i

. {6) the remaining fifty per cent of the block grant shall be shared among
¥ the political parties, after the results of the clection have been known in the
. proportion of the number of seats won by each party in the Senate and the
- House of Representatives, that is to'say, a political party which secures ten
“per cent, fifty-five per cent or eighty per cent of the seats draws ten: per
1 centy fifty-five per cent or eighty per cent of the remaihing block grant, as
i~ the case may he. ' '

1

86.—(1) For the ‘purposes- of an election “election expenses” means -
~&Xpenses incurred by a political party within the period fram the dare notict is
.given to the Electoral Commission to conduct’an election u

: P to and including %
‘the polling day in respect of the particular election, a : ]
. {2) Election expenses incurred by a political party for the managenent I
“or the conduct of an election shall not exceed in the aggregate the sum deter~ !
mined by multiplying ten kobo by the number of names appearing in the-final

“yoters list for each constituency where there is

_ # candidate sponsoreg by
" the political party., .

-parate audited return within three months after
igned by the party’s auditor and couriter-
be supporiad by 4 sworn affiG.., it as tothie
he Commission may cause he return so submit-

)

subsection (3) of this seetion shail show-the
i b@)}nlf_bfthe,paz‘t}' on election expenses,
¢ comimercial value of goods and servicps.

itical party. which incurs election expenses beyond: the liniit
of an offence and ‘shall be liable on conviction'to'a fing'of
intly by the party leader and the party treasurer. = - 7
. oy
which fails to submirt to the' Electoral Conimsiagion
Kpenses as required in- subsiction - (3) 7 ‘gits.
{:1hat subsection is guilty of an {iffence .
#-fine 0f 310,000 pavahls jointy by the. -

W pul itical party s
tnof eleetio

‘

ission shall submit a report to the Federal
ction:expenses of registered palitical parties on

nay-base its consideration af the adequacy.or
UG expenses, wo e
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PART IV—FELEcToRAL OFFENCES .

- 87. Any person who—m L .

(a) without proper authonty, destroys “mutifates, defaces or retrrGVPs Gr'*'efl‘ncea in
makes any alteration in any notice or documesit-required for the purposes of felaton 1o,
reglstratxon under thls Decre

.one: constititef Y, nore:than ¢ j11’1 the register of \}oteré‘for,a’constl-
tue cymwhxr L he'd nntled tobe eglstered or

'ucument whlch he is required to
plrpose ‘of registration, any" entry or
,lse or does not:believe to be true ; or

~(f ,xmpedes'or sbstructs a regls_ ration officer or an assistant regmtratzon
“officer.ora. revising’ flicer'in the. performance of his duties jor - =

(g) without proper authonty, “wears - the badge of a reaxstratxon or
ass1stan ireg13tranon officer or wears any other - badge purperhng to-be
f:hc _badge of a reg1stratmn officer or ass:stam registration’ oﬂicer ; of..

Il be.; uilty of a oﬁence and - hablc on convmtmn to 1mpnsonment for
a term ofn,sxx months w1thout the opuon of'afine..

88 —{1} Every person comrmts an: oﬂ’ence who does 4ny of the foﬂowmg,
hat istosay— - .

a) forges aﬁy nommatmn paper 3 N ,

2()- wilfully. defaces or dcstroys any nomination paper ;o

g (c) ddehvers to an electoral ofﬁcer any nommatmn paper: knowmg it to be
orge

SR

d) signs-a nommatxon paper as 1 candxdate in more than ong'

e).,_‘forges. any. ba!lot paper or - ofﬁcml mark on any ballot paper or any
tificat ‘x‘{ﬁtum :

ly destr, ys any: ba.llot paper or oFﬁcxal mark o any baIIot'paper
any ertificate of return ; i

- k! aliot pap
per was 1ssued to hnn m that pol!mg station’
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(k) signs a nomination paper consentmg tobe a candidaté at an etectmn =
knowing | that he'is ineligible .to be a candidate at the election ;

. without' p per authority prints‘a ballot paper or what purports to
is Capable of being used as a ballot paper at an election ;

)-béing authorised by the' Electoral Commission to print ballot | papers

its more’ than. the number or quantity the Commission authorised ;

(#) inanufactires, constriicts, imports into-Nigeria, has in his possession,

-+ gupplies to any-elettion officer or uses for the purpose of an election, or

" causes to be manufactured, constructed or imported into Nigeria, supplied -
torany. election officer, or used for the purpose of any election, any ballot

»‘--.-;bo‘i mcludmg any compartment, apphance, device or mechanism oh or
by which‘a ballot paper may or could be secretly placed or stored in, or

- -having been deposited during polling may be secretly diverted, misplaced.
\ or manipulated ;

.- ‘and shall be liable on COHVICtl()n to imprisonment for twelve months w1thout_
‘ _‘the option of a fine.

e 7(2) An attempt to commit any offence under this section shall be
o _p\_jmshable in the same manner 25 the offence itself,

'(3) Where any person is convicted of an offence under this section he
all in- addition” to any penalty imposed on -onviction be deemed to be

isilty-of ‘4 corrupt practice under section 93 of thiz Decree and that section
hall have effect accordingly, '

(4) In‘any prosecution for an offcnceunder chis section it shall, where
ppropriate; be sufficient evidence of ownership if the property in the papers,
‘boxes and instruments is stated to be in the Electoral Commission until the-

89 Any officer appointed: for the purposes of this Decree, who without
wiul excise is guilty of any act or omission in breach of his official-duty "
mmits an offence against ¢ this Decree and shall be liable on conv:ctlon to
a fine of M1, 000 or to imprisonment for two years or to both.

90, Any pcrson who, at a political -meeting held in any cnnsntucncy
ter the date when an election has been announced—

) acts or incites anothier t6 act in a disorderly. manner for the purposu :

‘preventing the transacuon ‘of ‘the business for wh:ch the meetmg was’
wvened. | or

() hds'in: hzs possessxon an offensive weapon or missiles,—

hall ‘be’gfiilty. of 4n “offence and liable 6n conviction to imprisonment for
) s W1thouf thc optlon of a’ ﬁne

hai_i e guilty ffeﬂCc and liable onhonv:ctxon to a ﬁne of 3200 or to
imp 1sonrnent fo ong, year, or-to both, -
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provide for the purpose of conveying any o
‘ a.polling station any Governmeéntior local * .
a2t or-any vehicle “or hoat belonging to a’ public
@ person: Who is ordinarily entitledito use .
_hstfan_ding'thg_ provisions of subsection (1) of this section the
ral. Commission may by notice in the Gasette restrict. or mit the use
hicles of any particular description or any water transport at an ‘election,

3) Any person who contravenes the provisions of this section shall be

Ity of an offence dnd liable 6n conviction to a fine of N100 or to imprison-

ment for six months, or to both,

:- “93_,-/—(1) “If at an election,.é.candidate conmits or is deemed under this

:Decree to have committed any. offence whereby. he is guilty of anyv corrupt
‘practice and that candidate is-elected, his élection, il he invalid,

(2) For the purpose of this section, 2 candidats shall be deemed to have
mmitted ‘Corrupt practice, if it was committed with his knowledge and
nseat, or with the knowledge and consent of any person acting under the
engral or special authority of -the candidate with reference to the election.

.(3) Every corrupt practice shall be. an offence under this Decree, .
'fu94_.—_—(lj) Any person who— e
.(@) applies under this Decree to be inclyded in any list of voters.in-the’ -

name of some other person; whether such name is that of.a person living.. qua
ead; or of a fictitious person ; : o R R RSO
b) haying once. to his knowledge been properly included in'a list of .
ers under this-Decree as: -voter entitled to vote at 2 pending election, .
applies, except-asiauthorised by this Degree, to be included in any-other - -
list ‘of voters'prepared for an constituency as a voter at the same clection | R

() applies for a ballot in the name of some other person, whether such’ -
ame is that of aperson living or'dead or of a fictitious person ; '
"(c‘it?_l'laa_iring.-.v‘:o,tvj:gi once 4t an- election applics at the same election for

erbal

3. S O ) o
tempts ‘1o Yote at an election knowing that he is not -
ProQUTes any other perdon 19 vote v an dhection knowing <
oiner- perion. i3 ot qualified w vore: at the election, :

.comsnits; the offece “of . personation_or. who .aids,
res the commission: of that offence shall be liable oni -
ent-1or-six-months," without the option otjfa_"ﬁnef.’ :

1thi.tl\1fcbﬁ'§gce‘_o£ personation shall be con- -

SE ery person shall be guilty of # corrupt practice and commits the Tieating,
. offence of treating who— o o s o '
(@) corruptly by himself or by any other person at any time after the
~ date of -an - election’ has been announced directly or indirectly; gives or
" provides or payai.‘\yholly-oriin part, the expense of giving orproviding

e v e R e e dama e s v

o e e bt s e




any dther person:

two years, or to both,

.any.other person,
UPOn or.against ‘an
" from standing ds g

duction, . duress, or ' any

svents the free us

: .xréc.tlytf

tion ; or

' Promises, or pro
‘Place’or employment’

nf’_:of‘fs'.'n'y' oter-
gction sor. :

1y election ;

election ; or

(=

fine,

e oL S

vencing that :person. or any ‘other person o vate. |

mivoting: at such election, or on account-of such person or |
, _ havmg voted or refrained from voting atsuch election ; or
" {b) being a wvoter, corruptly accepts or takes any such food, - drink,

. entertainment or provision during any such period, :

and :shall be liable on conviction to a fine of #41,000 or to imprisonment for

96. Any person who directly or indivectly, by himseif or by any other
person onhis behalf; makes use of or threatens to make use of, any forcey-
violence, or restraint, or ‘who inflicts or threatens to inflict v himself or by
Ty, atty temporal. or spiritual injury, damage, harm or loss
y: person, in order to induce or compel anyoné to refrain -
| ¢andidate or to vote or refrain from voting, or on account
-of anyone having vo d-orrefrained from voting, at any election, or who by

fraudulent device or contrivanee impedes or

‘the vote by any voter or thereby compels, induces or

r gither to give or refrain from giving his vote at any

didate to stop canvassing: for votes for himself _
ractice and . cormits the offence of undue
N conviction to imprisonment: for-two- years

o éha111~_bp; guilty of corrupt practice ‘and. commits -

2 (@) ty ‘or.ihdirectly by himself or by any other person’ on his -
behaIf __gi_'orru';jﬂ ives; lends or agrees to give or-lend, or offers, promises,

to endeavour to procure, ‘a1ly money or valuable

: _, to,or for any voter, or to or for any person.on behalf of any
voter, or:to.or for any other person, in order to induce any-voter, to-vote

- --or. tefrain __from}f_\yqui_ng, or corruptly. does any ,such-»agt_.gg'jafg‘;";ésgidf'on-
: account of such: voter having. voted or refrained from. voting; at any elec-

: (b)directlyormdlrectly, by himself or by anyhtherlpérséri_—dn ‘"his
" behalf, .cotruptly gives or procures, or agrees to give or procure, or offers,
ises-to, procuré or to endeavour to. procure, any office,

to-or for.any voter or to or for any ;person onbehalf
for any other person, in order te induce any 'voter:
from oting, ‘or corruptly doés.any such act-as aforesaid:

hayihg“yoted or refrained from voting.at any

it cfly-'.:.or"indii'@"(:t\ly;. by himself or by any other per,s';:_n_’ on his

s any gift, loen, offer, promise, - procurement, or
said ‘to or for any person, in order to induce such
or:to endeavour to procure the return of any person.
Legistative House or to an elective office;or the vote of

or'

r'in consequence of any gift, loan, offer, promise, procure-
ment ot ‘agreement as:aforesaid, corruptly procures, or engages, or promises
- -or-endeavours to procure, .t} } 18 2 mem}
Tegislative' House' or- to: an elective office or the vote of any voter at any




ances-or pays:or ciyuses to be paid any money to or for the use of
19 : ith- the:intent: that siich. money or any part thereof,
b ex ery at_any: election, or who knowingly pays or

£ to! ' erson in discharge or repayment of

“inbribery.at any election ; or '

-electi 1y, or indirectly; by himself or by any other.
his ‘behalf, ‘receives: any:money ‘or vajusble consideration on -
any person-Tiaving ‘voted or refrained from voting, or having
y-other personto’ vote 6r refrain from voting or having induced
te'to refrain from’-canvassing” for votes for himself at any such

ter shall be guilty of a corrupt practice and commits. an offence
bery:who before‘or during an election: directly:or indirectly, by himself
any . other person on his behalf, receives, agrees or contracts for any
money;: gift, loan, or'valuable consideration, office, place, or employment, for
mself or-for any othier person, for voting or agreeing to vote or for refraining
or agreeing to refrain ffom voting at any such election.

’ (3) Nothing in this séction shail extend or apply to money paid or
agteed to be paid for or on account of any lawful expenses bona fide incurred
at or concerning any election.

17 (4) Any person who commits the offence: of ‘bribery shall be liable on
onviction to imprisonment for two years, without the option of a fine.

3

ity-ofa-cotrupt-practice -whe- iseonvictedof-the—--Disguali
.pers on, treating, undue.influence, or bribery or is convicted Satio
betting, counselling or procuring the éommission of the offence of . -
{ibeing convicted of any. other offence’under this Part‘of this. . pra

(deended. for the!purpose of this sectiqn to he guilty of a corrupt

hall,"in addition’to” any ‘other penalty, be disqualified- dyring a
our, years rom:the date of his conviction— - oo
Cy S

‘or voting'at any election ; of -

i t detithis - Decree or if elected béfore his
m retainingithe offic

=3 t_oﬂ which he was elected.

cing' ted:“undet

very . persontin attendance at-a ;polling station including | ‘Require-
charged with ‘the conduct of an électjon and his assistants and | . ent 6f °
gent,-coynting agent and:candidate in attendance at a polling - - *°
‘counting' of the votes; as' the case may be, shall- maintain
ining the secrecy of ‘the voting. -

rso attendance at'a:polling booth:under this section shall; »  /
forisome purpose authorised by law, the proof whereof shall lie upon '

cate :before the poll is closed to any person information as to
umber on the register of any voter who has or has not voted at

'

¢

fere with:a aqtipg '\_zg,tc, or byany other sncaas obtain¥
- orattempt-to-obtain. in:aipolling station information as to the candidate”
- for'y votet: place is, about to.vote or his voted ; or -




Ligctorgl .

- (h) t;gfn_quigﬁ_éaté_gt an ‘
ipolling ."Stat_igr_lj:;asjto‘the:candidate for.whomi a voter in that place’is about
ta voteior hasyoted, .. @ - ‘ o :

¥

n'acting coftrary to the provisions of this section

H'be liable Upon conviction 1o a fine of N100 or to imprison~
is, or to both : and shall in addition to t

med to be guilty of a corrupt practice for the purposes of
eetion 93 of this Decree and that section shall have effect accordingly.

- 100, Any person who— =
(a). votes at an election or induces or’ procures any person to vote at an
. election, * knowing that.he or such person is probibited from. voting

.thrcrca'f.; or :

(8) before or during an election, publishes any statement of the with-
“ drawalof a candidate at such election knowing it to be false or recklessly
- -as fo its truth or:falsity, and the statement is likely to promote or procure
* “the clection of another candidate; or '

- (c) before or during an election
" .personal character or conduct of
‘chance of election of the can

‘of another candidate and such statement is falsc and w:

as published without
easonable grounds for belief by the person publishing it that the statement

publishes any statement. as to the
a candidate-calculated to prejudice the

iall be guilty of an illegal practice and: lisble on
or a'term of twelve months without the option o

ny. penalty imposed on conviction, be déem
tice for the,purposcs of section 93 of this
¢ effect accordingly. =~ - .

conviction to imprisonment .
fa fine and,shall in‘addition
ed to be guilty of & corrupt.
Decree. and that section shall

T

- i éonstituency in-respect of which his name is n
- be guilty of an offence and liable on conviction
ment for six months, or to'both,

= 101.—(1) Any person who knowingly votes or attempts to vote. in -a

ot on the register of voters shall
to 4 fine of N100 or to itmprison-
'('2)_ Any person who at an election brings into a polling station a baliot
paper 1ssued to another person shall be guilty of an offence and liable ‘on

onviction to a fine of N500 or'to imprisonment for twelve months or'to both,

. '('3) Where any person is convicted of an offencs under this. section-he ;
1151 ition’ ‘penalty imposed on conviction, be deemed to he

guilty of a cotrupt practice for the purposcs of section 93 of this Decree, and:
thit section’ shiall have effect accordingly, * |

102. A

y person who at an' clection acts or incites others to act iy a
ariner for the  purpose of preventing ar abstructin
1 shall be guilty of an offence and be lisble dn conviction t6
fok tiriof two ears, without the option of a fing

[

llinig statior, that is to say,

y'time to any other person information obtained in

commits

didate ar. to -Pramate-or-procurethe- electiqp—---. -

g the conduct

rson.shallion.the dateon which election is held do any. - "
in a polling station or- within a'djgp‘a_nce-'u’;.' S




